
 
FACTORS TO CONSIDER CHOOSING A COLLEGE 
 
Students often ask, “How do I choose a college?” When considering the 2500+ colleges across the nation, 
the task can be daunting. Finding the “right fit” for yourself, means that you must first understand who you 
are. What do you value in a college setting (prestige, opportunities, location, cost)? Look at the factors 
below and take some time to identify what you would like to see in your future home. 
  
 
 
Academics 
More than anything else, you go to college 
to get an education. The academic 
atmosphere and variety of courses 
studied should be considered when 
choosing a school. 
 
 
 
Atmosphere 
Colleges, just like any group of people 
working and living together, create their own 
atmosphere. Each college has a particular 
atmosphere or environment that affects the 
performance and satisfaction 
of each student there. 
 
 
Location 
There are many reasons why the location 
of the college may be important to you. 
You should consider the expense of 
travel, the need for independence versus 
the desire to stay near your family and the 
effects of living in a particular climate. 
When considering the location of a 
college, think about the campus setting.  
The physical environment of the college you 
go to may be important to you. Is the college 
in a large city, a “college town” or a  

 
 
Cost 
Obviously, a major factor to be considered is 
the cost of attending a college. The total 
cost for a year, as computed by the college 
financial aid office, includes tuition, fees, 
room and board, books, supplies, 
transportation, and personal expenses. 
 
A good plan would be to choose several 
colleges, including one you can afford and 
several for which you need aid. Although 
financial aid may seem uncertain at times, 
limiting prospective colleges on a cost basis 
alone may exclude some excellent colleges 
from your list. 
 
 
 
Size 
Colleges range in size from 150 to 50,000 
students. Small schools offer you more 
personal involvement, a community 
atmosphere, and small classes (from 5 to 
50students). Large schools tend to be more 
impersonal, allow you to be more 
anonymous, and offer class sizes of 
anywhere from 20 to 1000+ students.  
Size does make a difference.

rural area? 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Questions To Help You Evaluate Your College Preferences 
 
• What degree of academic challenge is best for you? 
 
• Why do you want an education? Why are you going to college? 
 
• How do you want to grow and change in the next few years?  
 
• What kind of environment would stimulate or inhibit the growth you would like to see? 
 
• What interests do you want to pursue in college? 
 
• How would you enjoy living in a different part of the country? 
 
• What kinds of surroundings are essential to your wellbeing? 
 
• How would you feel about going to a college where the other students are quite different from you? 
 

 
VISITING COLLEGE CAMPUSES 
 
Whenever returning, high school graduates are asked, "What one thing most helped you in 
deciding where to go to college?" they always give the same response: "Visiting the campuses.” 
All of them emphasize the importance of visiting the Admissions Office, taking a campus tour, 
and talking to both college officials and students in attendance. 
 
 
Why visit a campus? 
 
• No one should make a decision as important as where to attend college on the basis of 
    pictures in a pretty booklet or someone else’s opinion. 
 
• Pictures always show the most beautiful spots on a campus. The job of a college 
    representative is to sell a college, not criticize it. Only you can really decide which 
    campuses “feel right” and “fit” you best, and will provide you with maximum opportunities for 
    both personal and intellectual growth. 
 
 
Plan your trips 
 
Visits- Select several colleges to visit in the spring of the junior year, summer, or early fall of the 
senior year.  Contact the admissions office to make an appointment for an admissions interview and 
tour of the campus.  Financial aid appointments can also be made during a visit.  Many colleges 
have open house dates.  Check the school website for this information and how to register to attend.  
Visits give you first -hand knowledge of the program opportunities, requirements as well as a sense 
of the atmosphere on the college campus. 

 
 
 
 
 



Questions you should ask on a tour 
 
The guided campus tour is the ideal time to ask questions of your student guide to get a student 
 perspective on the college environment. Review the questions below and select 5-7 that are 
 most important to you. 
 
• How hard do you have to work to be successful? 
 
• Do professors teach most courses, or do graduate students do much of the teaching? 
 
• What is the attitude of most professors toward students? Are they friendly? Accessible? 
 
• Some colleges are doing a lot these days in the area of career counseling. How does this 
    college stack up? 
 
• Is there a Career Planning and Placement Center on campus? How many graduates does it 
   help place? 
 
• Does the school have adequate computer facilities? 
 
• What percentage of graduates goes on to professional or graduate schools? 
 
• What do students do on the weekends? Do many of them go home? Is the campus empty? 
 
• What is the situation with regard to drinking and drugs? 
 
• Are there good places to eat, aside from the official dining halls? 
 
• How important are fraternities and sororities in campus life? 
 
• For non-urban schools, ask about what the surrounding community is like. 
 
• How are relations between residents and students? 
 
• What's the transportation like between campus and town? This question is particularly 
    important at colleges where freshmen are not permitted to have cars on campus. 
 
• For urban schools, how safe is the neighborhood? 
 
• What kinds of help are available such as academic, personal, or psychological help? How 
   are personal problems handled? 
 
• Always ask what students like most about the college. Dislike most? Also ask, “What's 
   wrong with this place?” as well as, “What's the greatest thing about this college?” 
 
• Finally, what is the general attitude toward students by the college admissions officers, 
   registrar, dorm managers, assistant deans, and academic advisers? Be sure to ask your 
   guide what is true of this college. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



GENERAL COLLEGE ADMISSIONS PROCESS 
 
REQUIREMENTS FOR ADMISSIONS 
 
Since admissions policies vary, you must check with each college to make sure you meet all 
requirements. A combination of the following factors is required for admission consideration: 
 
 
• Entrance Tests (SAT or ACT) 
 
• Grade Point Average (GPA) (weighted or unweighted depending on the university) 
 
• Completion of specific college preparatory courses may be required at some institutions 
 
• Letters of recommendation (optional at some institutions, required at others) 
 
• Extra Curricular activities and Community Service  
 
• Personal interview may be required by some institutions 
 
• Samples of previous work; e.g., portfolios, auditions, or tapes may be required for students 
interested in art, music, or dance, where performance skill may be a criteria for admission 
 
• Personal Statement or Essay. 
 
TYPES OF ADMISSION 
 
Standard Admission 
Application and supporting documents must be submitted by the college deadline.  
 
Early Decision 
This program is for students who select a particular college as a definite first choice. The 
application, as well as all supporting documents, must be submitted early, usually in November. 
The college will then take action and notify you, usually in December, whether you have been 
accepted or deferred to the standard admission review period. If accepted, you are under 
agreement to attend that institution and must withdraw all other applications. Students who 
need financial aid should give careful consideration to applying for Early Decisions because 
financial aid might be affected. Typically, you may only apply to one university using the early 
decision application. 
 
Early Action 
This program is similar to Early Decision but you do not have to commit yourself until the reply 
date in May. The ‘single-choice’ or ‘restrictive’ early action programs stipulate that you may only 
apply to one college through early action. You may continue to apply to other colleges through 
regular admission process and wait until all offers arrive before sending in your intent to enroll in 
May. Also, with early action, the college can refuse admissions as well as defer or accept. 
Check with individual schools for their policy. 
 
Rolling Admission 
The many state universities and some private schools that use this program act on your 
application as soon as the file is complete. They notify you of the admissions decision within 
weeks of receiving the complete application. Schools with a rolling admissions system continue 
to accept students until they reach capacity enrollment. 
 



WHEN TO APPLY 
 
• Most application deadlines will be in the first semester of your senior year in high school.  
 
• Most institutions recommend that you file your application during the months between 
   November and January for admission in September of the following year.     
 
• Familiarize yourself with the application deadlines for each institution so that test scores and 
   transcripts can be secured and sent before stated deadlines. 
 
• File your admission application early, especially if you know that the major of your choice has 
   few openings.  Ex.  Nursing, applications should be submitted by November. 
 
COLLEGE APPLICATIONS 
 
Before you start filling out college applications, you should have: 
 
• Visited the campuses of as many as possible of the colleges you're considering. 
 
• Narrowed your list of schools to which you are going to apply to six to eight or fewer. The cost 
   to apply to each college averages around $50 each, so narrowing the number of colleges to  
   those you are really interested in attending is cost effective and saves you unneeded work. 
 
• Copy the application for practice and as a work copy. Read the application directions carefully 
   before you begin to fill it out. 
 
• Make sure your SAT and ACT scores are sent by the testing company to each college 
   where you apply if required by the college. If you are uncertain, check with college board    
(SAT) or ACT to verify your requests.   
 
• Plan to take any required tests by December of your senior year. Some colleges require the 
   earlier test dates. Check your individual college websites for deadlines. 
 

The Common Application is the form most widely used by private and some state schools.  The 
website is:  www.commonapp.org.   The advantage of using this form is that you only have to 
complete the form once for all the schools you plan to apply to if the school accepts the common 
application.  Most private schools will require you to complete their supplemental application as well.  
The common application website will direct you to the supplemental forms.  The cost of applying 
varies with each college.  The Common Application will require that the student indicate the names 
of the teacher recommenders and the guidance counselor.  The student will need to provide the 
email address of each recommender.  Email addresses can be found on the NNCS web page.  
Teachers will be required to respond to the Common Application electronically.  However, teachers 
still should email letters of recommendation to the guidance office for scanning and for your student 
file. 

SUNY Applications can be completed at http://www.suny.edu/student. You only need to complete 
one SUNY application for up to seven SUNY schools.  The cost of applying to SUNY schools is 
$50/per school.  Some colleges such as two year community colleges have free applications which 
can be completed on their websites. SUNY schools prefer electronic submission of transcripts, 
resumes and letters of recommendation. Students should email their resume and teachers should 
email their letters of recommendation to the guidance office at atrimboli@nncsk12.org.  Many SUNY 
schools will now allow the student to use the Common Application to apply.  Fee waivers for the 
application costs can be provided if eligibility requirements are met. 

http://www.suny.edu/student
mailto:atrimboli@nncsk12.org


Many colleges allow the student to apply for admissions directly from their website.  If students plan 
to apply to several schools, it is much easier to use the common application.  In addition, the on-line 
Common Application and SUNY application notify the guidance counselor to send supporting 
documents. If the application is free on the college website, it should also be free on the Common 
Application. 

 
PROTECT YOURSELF 
For online applications, print a copy of the application as well as the submission verification 
with date and time. 
 
SENIOR YEAR COURSES AND GRADES 
When filling out your applications you will report all courses in progress. Also, keep in mind that 
when you are admitted, the admission is typically PROVISIONAL.  If your senior year grades are 
unacceptable to the colleges you were admitted to, YOU CAN BE UNADMITTED. 
 
TESTING 
SAT/ACT- Scholastic Aptitude Test and ACT are used by college admissions as a standardized 
measure of aptitude and achievement.  The SAT has Critical Reading and Math with an optional 
Writing Section.  The ACT has English, Math, Reading, Science and an optional Writing Section.  
Most colleges do not require the optional writing section of the SAT/ACT.  However, to be as 
competitive as possible, the writing section may be recommended.  Many competitive Ivy League 
colleges also require the SAT2 Subject Tests.  The admissions requirements for each college can 
be found on the college website. 

Average scores on the SAT are: 1509 Total, 501- CR, 516-Math, 492-Writing; scores need to be in 
the 90%ile for top-ranking schools:  SUNY 4 year colleges Min.-1000, Preferred-1150, and for 
Scholarships-1250, using only the Critical Reading and Math scores.  ACT-Composite score of 22 
is average.  More competitive colleges prefer a composite of 28 or higher. 

SAT/ACT’s are not required for all college programs.  However, students would need to have met 
all other admissions criteria.  In addition, these scores are often the determining factor for 
scholarships. 

Some colleges are test optional which allows the student to choose whether to send SAT/ACT 
scores.  For these schools, test scores are a not criteria for admissions decisions. 
 
Registration for admissions tests can be completed online at: 

SAT www.collegeboard.com 

ACT www.actstudent.org  

 
 
NORWOOD-NORFOLK CENTRAL CEEB or School Code is: 334245 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.actstudent.org/


 
WHICH COLLEGE ADMISSION TEST SHOULD I TAKE? 
 
ACT or SAT Reasoning 
 
• Most universities and private colleges require either the ACT (American College Test) or the 
SAT Reasoning Test. Because research indicates that many students perform quite differently 
when they take both the ACT and SAT Reasoning Test, it may benefit you to take both tests. 
The option is yours, to take one or both, as colleges typically utilize the higher of the two scores 
for admission and scholarship purposes. 
 
• Remember, there is never a penalty for taking a test early or taking one over, so do what best 
prepares you to take hold of your future. It is important to remember that an entrance test score 
is only one piece of information a college looks at when considering your application-your grade 
point average, number and content of college preparatory courses completed, school and 
community activities, and any work experience (if applicable) will also be considered. 
  
• Community Colleges will require either the ACT or SAT for admissions to specific competitive 
programs. However, most programs will not require standard testing for admissions.  But many 
community colleges will require a placement test prior to registration for classes. 

 
FINANCIAL AID 
Financial aid is available to help meet college expenses including tuition, fees, books, food, 
housing, and transportation. It is important for all students who plan on post-secondary 
education (community college, four-year college, or vocational school) to explore financial aid 
options. You must apply for financial aid by filing a FAFSA form (Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid). The FAFSA is used by post-secondary institutions to determine your eligibility for 
financial aid and by the state and federal government for grants. This is the primary financial aid 
application for both public and private universities and may qualify you for the various types of 
aid listed below. Private Universities may require forms in addition to the FAFSA including the 
CSS Profile application (more information below). 
 
Financial aid is available in several different forms. Gift aid includes grants and scholarships 
that do not have to be repaid. Self-help aid includes Federal Work-Study programs as well 
loans that must be repaid. 
 
GRANTS 
 
New York State TAP- 
TAP is based on financial need. The student must attend a New York State College or University to 
receive this award.  Maximum award is $5165.00 
 
Federal Pell Grant 
Pell Grants are awards to help undergraduates who demonstrate financial need pay for their 
education after high school. For many students, these grants provide a foundation of financial 
aid, to which aid from other federal and non-Federal sources may be added. To apply for a Pell 
Grant, you simply check "yes" to the appropriate question on your FAFSA. Your financial 
information is then automatically forwarded to the Pell Grant Program and the institutions that 
you list in the spaces provided on the form. The college financial aid office determines the size 
of the award.  Maximum award is $5920.00 
 
 
 



 
 
Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants (SEOG) 
SEOG are awarded to undergraduate students having the greatest financial need. Priority is given 
to Pell Grant recipients. As with other grants, it does not have to be paid back. Maximum award is 
$4000.00 
 
Federal Work-Study Program 
The Federal Work-Study Program provides jobs for undergraduate students who need financial aid.  
FWS gives you a chance to earn money to help pay your educational expenses. Your pay will be at 
least the current Federal minimum wage, but it may also be related to the type of work you do and 
its difficulty. Your total Federal Word-Study award depends on your financial need, the amount of 
money your school has for this program, and the amount of aid you get from other programs. The 
financial aid office at the college is responsible for determining your eligibility and may arrange a job. 
 
LOANS 
The maximum award for Direct Subsidized Loans $3,500 for first year students, $4,500 for second 
year students and $5,500 for 3rd year students and beyond at 3.76% interest and no interest is 
charged while the student is in school.  Grace period of 6 months; Direct Unsubsidized Loans 
amounts vary. Interest of 3.76% is charged and accrues from loan initiation;  Direct PLUS Loans are 
for parents at an interest rate of 6.31% with interest accruing;  Federal Perkins Loan up to $4,000 at 
5% interest rate.  Loan forgiveness programs are available in certain professions.  More information 
is available at the HESC website.  Please keep in mind that most students will not receive the 
maximum awards as listed above.  Eligibility is determined from the Financial Aid forms you 
complete.   
 
The FAFSA and the TAP form are the most common Financial Aid forms.  Many private colleges 
also require the PROFILE.   
 
FILING THE FAFSA FORM 
FAFSA- The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is required by both public and 
private universities and colleges before scholarships or financial aid is awarded. For more 
information about the FAFSA and instructions, the website is www.fafsa.ed.gov.  The Fafsa4caster 
will allow you to get an estimate of what financial aid to expect.   

The TAP application can be completed from a link at the end of the FAFSA application or at 
www.hesc.com.  The CSS profile can be completed at http://profileonline.collegeboard.com.  

Students planning to attend college in the Fall 2018, need to complete the FAFSA and TAP application with 
the 2016 income tax information.  This is called the Prior Prior year information.  The window to start this 
process opens on October 1, 2017. 

• Check individual college websites for recommended deadlines dates. 
 
• In order to file the FAFSA, both students and parents must have a FSA ID to use as a signature.  
 
•FSA ID’s can be created at www.fsaid.ed.gov.  
 
• Within four weeks of filing by mail and a few days after filing online, you will receive a Student 
   Aid Report (SAR) from the federal processor. The SAR will list the student’s expected family 
   contribution, or EFC. The SAR will also be sent to the colleges you indicated on the FAFSA.  
Once the college receives this information, the college will develop a financial aid package for the 
student.  This information will be sent to the student and acceptance of aid packages is completed 
online at the student’s college web account.   

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.hesc.com/
http://profileonline.collegeboard.com/
http://www.fsaid.ed.gov/


 
 
DEFINITION OF NEED 
Simply defined, financial need is the difference between what it will cost a student to attend a 
college and the amount the family can contribute toward the student’s education as determined by 
the financial aid office. The important point to remember is that financial need will usually increase 
as college costs increase. The family’s income, assets, debts, family size, and extenuating 
circumstances are all taken into consideration in determining financial need. Parents with special or 
unusual circumstances may wish to discuss their situation with the financial aid officer at the colleges 
their son/daughter is interested in attending. 
 
Cost of Attendance (includes all costs)-EFC (Expected Family Contribution)=Need for Financial 
Aid.  The Unmet need is the amount of money that is left after the EFC and Financial aid are 
calculated.    

Costs- The College Navigator at http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator will allow you to determine the 
NET price of the college.  The HESC website also offers the opportunity to compare college costs 
between colleges. 

Each college is required to offer a Net Price Calculator to calculate the cost of attendance less all 
financial aid to give an out-of-pocket cost.  Usually, this can be found on the college’s financial aid 
webpage. 

EOP-Equal Opportunity Program is a special admissions program for students who have high 
financial need and who do not meet the admissions requirements of the college. 

 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
 Completing scholarships is not an easy process.  NNCS has had students who have covered all 
college costs through scholarships.  The students were well-rounded, involved, ambitious individuals 
who completed every application possible.  Many sites are listed for scholarship searches.  Also, 
each college offers scholarships with specific criteria including major, g.p.a., SAT scores, extra-
curricular activities.  Look on the college’s web page for scholarship information.  Be aware of the 
deadline dates for applications.  A local scholarship packet is given to seniors and published on the 
guidance web page.   Another source of scholarship information would be the parent’s employer or 
union, clubs, or organizations of involvement.  When completing scholarships, transcripts and other 
supporting documentation are often required.  Do not wait until the deadline to request this 
information.  Please give a minimum of two days notice.  Federal and State Grants information is 
available at:  www.hesc.com/SFC/Grants_Scholarships_and_Awards. 

 

Military- Any student interested in a military branch.  Recruiters do come to school and visit with 
students during lunch times.  We ask that individual appointments with recruiters be scheduled at 
home so that parents can be a part of this process.  All students interested in any military branch 
need to take the ASVAB test.  It is given at NNCS in late October each year.  Military Academies 
and ROTC opportunities are available to students.  Details of these programs and the application 
process are available on the military websites.  The military is invited to NNCS career days every 
other year.  Also, students attending the Higher Education Day program at OFA or St. Lawrence 
University can speak to recruiters.  

 

http://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator
http://www.hesc.com/SFC/Grants_Scholarships_and_Awards

